1842 Collieries Act – School or Mine? Guidelines for Supervising Teachers 

Preparing for Your Visit
It is strongly recommended that supervising staff should arrange a pre-visit to familiarise themselves with facilities at the museum; complimentary tickets are available on request in order to assist with planning and risk assessments. A Hazard Identification Sheet will also be provided in order to help you with your risk assessment. 

Practicalities
· Where to go and how to get there: This activity takes place between Pockerley Waggonway and Pockerley Old Hall. It begins at Pockerley Waggonway where your group will be met by a member of staff. To reach Pockerley Waggonway either take a tram to Pockerley tram stop or follow the signposts from the Entrance. The walk from the Entrance takes 8 – 10 minutes.
· Arriving on time: If your school has the first session booked (10.30am start) it is advisable to walk straight to Pockerley Waggonway. In the event of a late arrival, every effort will be made to accommodate the full time of the activity, however, due to other bookings this may not always be possible. 
· What to bring/wear: Please remember that Beamish is an open air museum and pupils should come dressed for the weather. 
· Storage: During the winter season anything which is not required during the activity session will be stored in the undercroft. During the summer season, students will need to keep their belongings about their person. 
· Toilets: There are toilets and accessible toilets at Pockerley Waggonway and Pockerley Old Hall. A member of staff can direct you to the toilets. 

Health and Safety Information
Before your session, a member of staff will go through any health and safety issues. A Hazard Identification Sheet is also available from the Beamish Museum website to help you with your own risk assessment. 
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Access: Pockerley Old Hall is an historic building with old and uneven steps that must be mounted in a careful and sensible manner and may be inaccessible to pupils with access needs. If there is anyone in your group with access needs please contact the Bookings Officer on bookings@beamish.org.uk or telephone 0191 370 4026 and they will be able to advise you. 

Outline of Activity
It is 1842, a Royal Commission has been set up to investigate the working conditions in the coal mines across the country with a particular view of understanding the situation for women and children. The Pupils will be met by a member of staff who will lead the session, they will take them to see the Gin Pit, Eston Church and Pockerley Old Hall. They will guide the pupils through a process of understanding the local situation using the building and artefacts in the collection, interviewing characters and investigating resources. The session will end with a vote, will the pupils agree that it is unfair to stop women and children working in the mines?

Background Information: Below is some information about life in the early 1800s which might be useful: 
· The reigning monarch was William IV 1830-1837 
· Agriculture and Land 
· Almost all of the power and money in Britain was held by a few landowners. 
· Farming was the main employer in the North East in this period. 
· A farm labourer earned about 15 shillings (75p) a week 
· Mine Ownership 
· During the early years of the 1800s, the land owners owned the coal that was under their land. Lord Londonderry (he owned mines in the Sunderland Area, particularly in Silksworth and Seaham) was the Northumberland and Durham mine owners’ representative. He was a member of parliament and argued vehemently against the 1842 Collieries Act.
· Commissioners
· Commissioners were sent from parliament to interview the children across the country. All these interviews were recorded and they illustrate very effectively the working conditions. 

Objectives of Activity
· To explore and understand the beginnings of the Industrial Revolution, and in particular the working conditions which developed in the coal mines. 
· To explore and understand the impact of the beginnings of Industrialisation on society. 
· To compare what life was like in the Georgian era to life now. 

Ideas for Pre and Post Visit
Pre visit: Talk about what changes the children think were occurring at the beginning of the Industrial Revolution. Pictures are available from the museum’s Learning Team if desired as a talking point to begin discussions. 
Post visit: Pupils could draw or write about the early coal mines. Pupils could also use their experience to write a diary extract or description of a day in the life of a child working underground. They could also think about how industrialisation changed the landscape further after 1835, either in drawing or writing form. They could explore characters and themes further – for example, what would become of a mother who lost the income she had been getting from her work as a coal miner? Children could debate further whether school or work best suits society. 

Contact Us
If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact us. Telephone Simon Woolley on 0191 370 4011 or e-mail education@beamish.org.
