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	RISK ASSESSMENT
	DEPARTMENT
Learning 
	Ref

	Date
19 January 2022

	Activity or Task
Life in the Infant Classroom in the Kindergarten classroom, School, Pit Village


	IDENTIFIED HAZARDS 
	PERSONS AFFECTED
	Risks posed
	Severity
	Probability
	Risk Rating
	Actions Required
	Rating after controls

	Slips and Trips 
	Pupils and accompanying adults 
	Minor injuries or bruising 
	3
	2
	6
	Beamish staff will warn of any potential hazards. School staff to supervise stacking and management of bags to minimise trip hazards. Accompanying adults are asked to supervise their groups carefully and to ensure children wear sturdy footwear. Museum staff will assess playground conditions – if ice or rain make it too slippery, the activity may need to take place entirely inside.
	3

	Chalk Dust – children will do chalk pictures
	Pupils and accompanying adults
	Asthma attack 
	5
	3
	15
	School supervising adults are asked to be aware of any asthmatics in the group and ensure that they have their inhalers with them. The session will use low dust chalk and museum staff will ensure good ventilation.
	5

	Burns from Fire or fire tools 
	Pupils and accompanying adults
	Burns 
	2
	2
	4
	Guards will be kept on the fire and the group will be warned not to stand too close to the fire. Fire tools e.g. poker and blazer will be kept safely away from children, particularly when hot. School adults must supervise their children at all times to ensure sensible behaviour.
	2

	Dust/Smoke from the Fire 
	Pupils and accompanying adults
	Asthma attack 
	5
	2
	10
	Supervising adults are asked to inform Beamish staff of any asthmatics in the group and ensure they all have their inhalers with them. Museum staff will maintain ventilation.
	5

	Children pushing one another over when collecting bags in playground

	Pupils
	Bumps and bruises
	2
	3
	6
	Beamish staff and school staff to manage collection of bags one line at a time to prevent a crush around them. 
	2

	Small parts – pieces of chalk, slate pencils
	Pupils
	Risk of choking if swallowed
	4
	2
	8
	This activity is designed for children over the age of 3. It will include using slate pencils and chalks, which can break into small pieces. All adults to closely supervise children doing the session and warn children not to put anything in their mouths if necessary. If teachers are aware of children prone to putting things in their mouths, please inform Museum staff so action can be taken e.g. long slate pencil used, and ensure close supervision of individual.
	4

	Objects on nature table e.g. stuffed duck in glass case - breakages
	Pupils and adults
	Glass, cuts
	2
	2
	4
	Only Museum staff will move the glass case, which will be positioned securely and not handled by children. Careful supervision of children will be required when arriving and leaving the classroom.
	2

	Fire in building
	Pupils and adults
	Burns and smoke inhalation
	5
	2
	10
	Fire exits to be kept clear at all times. In the event of a fire, Museum staff to evacuate building to muster field. 
	5

	Emotional upset
	Pupils
	Emotional upset
	1
	3
	3
	Museum staff to differentiate delivery according to age and use 1st and 3rd person to manage situation. An introduction in 3rd person should outline the session before moving into 1st person delivery. School staff to be aware of content of session and prepare children to take part in Victorian lesson. Life in the Infant classroom offers a school activity for younger groups and will be more gentle in the delivery approach.
	2



Additional measures taken for Covid 19

	Close proximity to children for engager and vice versa
	Pupils and adults
	Risk of passing on Covid
	3
	1
	3
	Museum staff to manage the group at the start and finish of the session wearing a mask. Once all children and adults are seated then the mask can be taken off. Children should not be seated in the front set of desks to ensure 2m gap is maintained. If the children cannot fit on the remaining desks then the front desks need to be 2m away from the presenter. The presenter will teach from the front of the classroom. Supervising teachers will need to support the children in the usual way. Supervising teachers to do all handing out and collecting in of paper and chalks. The Museum Deliverer can keep mask on if they wish.
	2

	Equipment use between children could risk passing on Covid
	Pupils and adults
	Risk of passing on Covid
	1
	3
	3
	Museum staff to replace equipment between groups with a fresh set e.g. slates, slate pencils, slate cloths and chalk. All equipment will be wiped down at the end of the day or put in quarantine for 72 hours. Tables and touch points to be cleaned down between groups. Sand trays will not be used although they can be illustrated. 
	2

	Ventilation/ fresh air – Covid circulating in the air in the classroom 
	Pupils and adults
	Risk of Covid transmission
	3
	2
	6
	Museum staff will keep classroom windows open to maintain good ventilation. Part of the session to be delivered outside. Adults may be asked to wear masks, depending on the Covid legislation at the time.
	2

	Hands – virus spread from individual to surfaces and other individuals
	Pupils and adults
	Risk of Covid transmission
	3
	2
	6
	All participants to use hand sanitiser on entrance into school and at the end of the session. Sanitiser will be given to school staff to administer.
	2

	Recommendations
Beamish staff should have in mind health and safety issues throughout the delivery and should NOT be frightened to stop a given activity if the health and safety of participants is compromised. This activity will be supervised by Beamish staff, with teachers assistance, and all should be given relevant safety information before the session begins. Museum staff will brief children and adults on how to stay safe at the start of the activity. A first aider and radio should be nearby in case of incident. All items that may cause a risk and are unnecessary for the activity should be removed to a safe place away from participants.

	Assessed by 
Catherine Rice, Learning Co-ordinator
Janette Gales, Mining Life Team Leader
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