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Pop to the Shops
Guidelines for Supervising Teachers
Preparing for Your Visit: It is strongly recommended that supervising staff should arrange a pre-visit to familiarise themselves with facilities at the museum. Complimentary tickets are available on request in order to assist with planning and risk assessments. A Hazard Identification Sheet is provided to help you with your risk assessment.

Practicalities: 
· Where to go and how to get there:  Pop to the Shops will start in the Masonic Hall in The 1900s Town. To get there from the Entrance, follow the main road with the tram line to your right in the direction of The 1900s Town. You may walk or take a tram or bus.
· Arriving on Time: Please ensure you arrive at the Masonic Hall on time. If you are booked on the first session of the day, it is advisable to go straight there. In the event of a late arrival every effort will made to accommodate the full time of the activity, however, due to other bookings this may not be possible. 
· What to Bring/Where: Pupils will need appropriate clothing. Beamish is an open air museum and so is open to the weather. You do not need any equipment for this activity. 
· Storage: Bags and coats can be stored in the Masonic Hall whilst groups are investigating The 1900s Town.
· Toilets: The nearest toilets to the Masonic Hall are in the same building. It also has accessible toilets. There are also toilets next to the tram stop in The 1900s Town.
· Health and Safety Information: A risk assessment will be provided with your booking in order to advise you of any possible risks or hazards.  
· Access:  The museum operates a Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle which is available on-call and is limited to its seated capacity. It does not operate in general service and is solely available for those who require its adaptations, including the wheelchair lift at the rear of the vehicle. 
Objectives of Activity: 

The activity aims:

· to showcase the differences and similarities between shopping in the past and today.
· to give children the opportunity to use old pennies and shillings to count sums of money and calculate change.
· to give children the opportunity to use weighing scales to measure set quantities.
Ideas for pre-visit Activities:
As part of the activity, children will be visit a number of different replica shops in our 1900s Town. You could spend some time before your trip to Beamish looking at the ways people shop in modern times, how they pay for items and the coins we use in modern times.
Outline of Activity:

The session will involve working through a shopping list for a number of items that need to be purchased. Not all of the items can be purchased in one shop, so several will need visiting.
The activity will start in the Masonic Hall, where children will be told they need to go shopping for items around The 1900s Town. They will be split into smaller groups (so there is one adult minimum per group), and each group will receive a shopping bag, a shopping list and a money box with coins. Each group will have a different starting point and will rotate around a number of shops in The 1900s Town looking for all the items. In each shop, children will be served by a shop keeper and advised on what can be purchased in that location. In some shops, items will be weighed out or counted or a demonstration will be given as to how an old till or money system works. Children will help count how much money is owed for the items, and choose the correct coins needed. Beamish staff in each shop will help them with this and provide change where needed.

Once each group has visited all the shops and completed their shopping list, children will return to the Masonic Hall. A discussion will take place there about the differences between shopping in the past and during modern times, with guidance on topics such as staff served vs self-service, weighing out of food in the shop vs pre-packaged, pills being made to order, the till and money system in the Co-op and that only cash was accepted, not bank cards.
Elsewhere in the museum:

Unless you have booked another learning activity. the rest of your day at the museum will be teacher led time. 
This activity is very well complimented by returning to some of the shops for a more leisurely visit. A visit to our sweet shop would also be useful as there are often sweet making demonstrations taking place. This was very typical of a sweet shop in the early 1900s, as it was much cheaper for a shop keeper to make their own hard-boiled sweets than buy them in. There were a number of these types of sweet shop across the North East, each with their own special local favourite! You might also enjoy a trip to the bank to see more money and coins.
In our new 1950s Town, there are two more modern shops; Romer Parrish Toy Shop is an example of an early "self-service” shop, and the electrical shop shows how some items needed to be ordered from the shop and would be delivered at a later date.

Ideas for post-visit activities:
There is a lot of opportunity to carry out research into shops local to your school or children’s homes. A walk from school to see any shops that are self-service would highlight the differences to the shops at Beamish, as would a visit to any shops where they still offer counter service (a butcher shop or florists might offer this option).
Contact us:  If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact Simon Woolley, Head of Learning on 0191 370 4011 OR email education@beamish.org.uk.
