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Proper Canny Pottery
Guidelines for Supervising Teachers

Preparing for Your Visit: It is strongly recommended that supervising staff should arrange a pre-visit to familiarise themselves with facilities at the Museum. Free tickets are available on request in order to assist with planning and risk assessments. 

Practicalities: 

· Where to Go and How to Get There: This activity takes place at the Pottery, behind the Georgian tavern beside Pockerley Old Hall. To reach Pockerley Old Hall either take a tram to Pockerley tram stop or walk down from the main entrance. 
· Arriving on Time: If your school has the first session booked (10.30) it is advisable to walk straight to the Pottery. In the event of a late arrival every effort will be made to accommodate the full time of the activity, however, due to other bookings this may not always be possible. 
· What to Bring/Wear: Working with clay can be messy so please encourage children to wear their old clothes. Please ensure children are also prepared for the weather conditions. Ground surfaces are uneven; cobbles, gravel, stone flags… it is important all children and adults wear sensible footwear that covers the foot e.g. trainers or shoes rather than sandals and ballet pumps.
· Storage: Anything which is not required during the activity session e.g. children’s lunch bags, will be stored in boxes in the Pottery. 
· Toilets: There are toilets between Pockerley Old House and the Pottery. A member of staff can direct you to these. 
· Risk Assessment: You will be sent a risk assessment specific to the activity with the booking paperwork. Please ensure the contents of this are shared with all adults supervising the participating children. If you have any child or adult who has an allergy or sensitivity to handling clay, please let us know beforehand. 

Please note that the area will remain open to general visitors whilst you are doing your activity, so please keep your group together. Beamish staff leading the activity will include a safety briefing at the start of the session. 
If you have any questions or circumstances particular to your group that it would be helpful for us to be aware of, please do not hesitate to contact us (details below) and talk to the Museum staff leading the session. 
· Access: The Pottery is accessible and there is an accessible toilet close by. Pockerley Old Hall is made up of historic buildings with old and uneven steps that must be mounted in a careful and sensible manner and some areas may be inaccessible to pupils with access needs. If there is anyone in your group with access needs please contact the Learning team (details below) and they will be able to advise you and make adaptations. 
Outline of Activity: 
The session will focus on having a go at working with clay in the Georgian pottery, in the context of what life was like 200 years ago by being in a real, historical setting. Children will have a go on a hand turned pottery wheel, will try hand building in clay and will work on a collaborative project, hand building a class plaque. This will be fired by the Museum and returned to the school at the end of the project.   
Learning Outcomes
· To look at the jobs people did in the past and understand how skills and requirements have changed over time and why.

· To have a go at pottery skills and work together to produce a collaborative class pottery piece.  

Activity Plan

Children will be met at the Pottery where we will briefly talk about what life was like 200 years ago and see the types of items made by different skilled crafts people. We will focus on pottery and find out about different items made by a potter, what they are used for and look at how they are decorated. 
The children will have a go at working the clay in two different ways:
· Try using a hand turned potter’s wheel. Everyone will have a go at making a pot. Please note this pot will not be fired.
· Hand building a flat item that will be a decoration for a class piece. This could be an insect, leaf, flower etc which will be attached to a pre-made class plaque. The name of the class or school will be added. The plaques will be fired at the museum and returned to the school.
· If children have finished their pots and plaque contribution there will be an opportunity to practice hand building items with the clay.
Pre-visit

· See what you can find out about life around 200 years ago in your area. To do this you could look at the 1841 census to get an idea of the types of jobs people were doing, or maps to see how the area has changed (National Library of Scotland has a very accessible archive of historic maps online). 
Post-visit

· Think about the types of jobs people did in the past and compare them to today. What skills did people need in the past and what skills do we need today? How have things changed and why?
· The plaque will be returned to the school as a celebration of the project.
Contact Us:  If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us at the Museum.

Telephone Simon Woolley on 0191 370 4011 or email at simonwoolley@beamish.org.uk 
