Worksheet 
How different was the 2019 election for Beamish compared to the 1868 election?

	
	2019 Election
	1868 Election

	Who could vote?
	Almost everyone over the age of 18.






	Men over the age of 21 that satisfied the property qualification which differed for people living in towns and at the countryside.

	Who did vote?
	42,195 people voted.
This was 63% of the people who were able to vote.
	8,566 people voted.
This was 81% of the people who were able to vote.


	What Constituency?
	North Durham, but a much smaller geographical area.  It includes the area around Chester-le-Street and Stanley.
	North Durham, but a much larger area covering all the countryside North of Durham from the sea to the Pennines.


	How many MPs?
	1  (every constituency in the UK today has only 1 MP)
	2 (most constituencies at the time had 2 MPs)

	Who could you vote for?
	Kevan Jones, Labour
Edward Parson, Conservative
Peter Telford, Brexit Party
Craig Martin, Liberal Democrats
Derek Morse, Green Party
Ken Rollings, Independent
	Sir Hedworth Williamson, Liberal
Isaac Lowthian Bell, Liberal
George Elliot, Conservative

	Who won?
	Kevan Jones, Labour
	George Elliot, Conservative
Sir Hedworth Williamson, Liberal


	How did they campaign?
	Only persuasion.
The campaign was largely based on the Labour Party’s manifesto (or set of election promises).





	Using persuasion, but also various forms of bribery, intimidation and even violence.
The main issues where the role of the Church of Ireland, further electoral reforms, and trade policy (i.e., for or against free trade)



