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Once Upon A Time
Guidelines for Supervising Teachers

Preparing for Your Visit: It is strongly recommended that supervising staff should arrange a pre-visit to familiarise themselves with facilities at the Museum. Free tickets are available on request in order to assist with planning and risk assessments. 

Practicalities: 

· Where to Go and How to Get There: This activity takes place in Pockerley Old Hall. To reach Pockerley Old Hall either take a tram to Pockerley tram stop or walk down from the main entrance. 
· Arriving on Time: If your school has the first session booked (10.30) it is advisable to walk straight to Pockerley Old Hall. In the event of a late arrival every effort will be made to accommodate the full time of the activity, however, due to other bookings this may not always be possible. 
· What to Bring/Wear: Pease ensure children are also prepared for the weather conditions – hats, gloves and warm coats in the winter, sunhats and sun screen in the summer. Ground surfaces are uneven; cobbles, gravel, stone flags… it is important all children and adults wear sensible footwear e.g. trainers or shoes rather than sandals and ballet pumps.
· Storage: Anything which is not required during the activity session e.g. children’s lunch bags, will be stored in the upstairs bedroom. 
· Toilets: There are toilets around the back of the Old House. A member of staff can direct you to these. 
· Risk Assessment: You will be sent a risk assessment specific to the activity with the booking paperwork. Please ensure the contents of this are shared with all adults supervising the participating children. If you have any questions or circumstances particular to your group that it would be helpful for us to be aware of, please do not hesitate to contact us (details below) and talk to the Museum staff leading the session. Please note that Pockerley Old Hall will remain open to general visitors whilst you are doing your activity, so please keep your group together. Beamish staff leading the activity will include a safety briefing at the start of the session. 
· Access: Pockerley Old Hall is made up of historic buildings with old and uneven steps that must be mounted in a careful and sensible manner and may be inaccessible to pupils with access needs. If there is anyone in your group with access needs please contact the Learning team (details below) and they will be able to advise you and make adaptations. 
Outline of Activity: 
Children will find out about traditional tales in a real, historical setting. Characters from the house will take the group through activities that link to range of well known tales e.g. spinning wool, making porridge etc. Within the atmospheric setting they will also see other items that relate to a fairy tale world. At the end of the session, children will gather together to discuss the things they have seen and done and the people they have met.
Learning Outcomes

· Children can recognise elements of traditional tales: objects, themes, characters, settings.
· Children can identify language from a traditional tale.
· Children will learn about homes from the past.
Activity Plan

The group will be met on arrival at Pockerley Old Hall and taken into the house. The scene will be set and the children will be asked to help the servants and the Mistress/ Master with their work. We will split into two groups that will swap between the kitchen and the bedroom. The tasks relate to activities from well-known fairytales, including:
· Counting money with the Master/Mistress of the house.

· Writing with quill pens 

· Wool craft and spinning

· Making porridge in the kitchen

The staff characters will talk to the children about problems or events relating to fairy tales e.g. The Master/ Mistress will talk about their need to build some new pig stys. What do the children think they should build them out of? Straw, sticks or brick? Which would be strongest against a wolf… but is that going to be too expensive?
To finish the group will come back together to discuss what they have done. They will be asked about the characters they have met. In a fairy tale, there is always someone who is good and kind and someone who is mean – is that the case here? Have they seen anything today they could put into their own story e.g. grandfather clock, spinning wheel?
Pre-visit

Reading stories with your class will help the children to recognise aspects of the stories when they are referred to in the activity. We will refer to well known stories including:
· Cinderella

· The Gingerbread Man
· Sleeping Beauty

· The Three Little Pigs

· Goldilocks and the Three Bears

· Jack and the Beanstalk

· Rumpulstiltskin

· Snow White
Progression 
· Children can use elements of stories collected at Beamish to support their own writing back in classroom.

· The session may introduce fairy tales that are new to the class and can be explored further back in the classroom.
Contact Us:  If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact us at the Museum.

Telephone Simon Woolley on 0191 370 4011 or email at simonwoolley@beamish.org.uk 
