[image: image1.jpg]THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH





Life in the Infant Classroom
Guidelines for Supervising Teachers
Preparing for Your Visit: It is strongly recommended that supervising staff should arrange a pre-visit appointment to familiarise themselves with facilities at the Museum. Free tickets are available on request in order to assist with planning and risk assessments.
Practicalities: 
· Where to Go and How to Get There: The Beamish Board School is located in the Pit Village. To reach the school either take the tram to Home Farm tram stop and then walk down the hill to the Pit Village, use a bus that will run into the village or use the access route from the Visitor Entrance. A member of staff will be waiting at the School entrance to greet you. 
· Arriving on Time: If your group has the first lesson booked (10.30 start) it is advisable to walk straight down to the School. Please ensure you arrive at the School on time. In the event of a late arrival every effort will made to accommodate the full time of the activity, however, due to other bookings this may not be possible. 
· What to Bring/Wear: Pupils will not need any of their own equipment for the activity. If you would like children to wear period costume here are some suggestions. If children are dressed up, please ensure they are dressed appropriately for the weather and be aware other visitors will be more likely to take photographs.
Boys: 





Girls: 

white shirt    




white blouse

dark trousers



dark skirt

waistcoat




dark dress

cap





pinafore

plain jumper




apron

dark shoes




shawl

plain jumper 




mop cap 







dark shoes 
· Storage: Bags will be stored at the back of the classroom at the start of the activity. School staff will need to hand bags back out at the end of the activity to help ensure this is a smooth process. 
· Toilets: There is an emergency toilet in the School, but it is advisable that pupils visit the toilets before coming to the School. The nearest are in the Lamp Cabin or beside the Band Hall in the Pit Village. 
· Access: The School is accessible for wheelchairs and has no stairs which need climbing. There is a small step into the building. An accessible bus is available and can come into the Pit Village if required. If there is anyone in your group with access needs please contact the Learning team (details below) and they will be able to advise you and make adaptations.
· Risk Assessment: A risk assessment specific to the activity is provided with the booking paperwork. Please ensure the contents of this are shared with all adults supervising the participating children. If you have any questions or circumstances particular to your group that it would be helpful for us to be aware of, please do not hesitate to contact us (details below) and talk to the member of Beamish staff leading your session.
Objectives of Activity:

· For children to understand what school life was like 100 years ago.

· To enable children to identify similarities and differences between school life today and school life in the past.

· To engage and inspire children to find out more about the past.
Outline of Activity:
This activity provides younger children (Reception and Key Stage 1) with a traditional school experience. 
On arrival, we will start in the playground. Following an introduction, we will play a playground game. At the end of playtime, children will line up, one row of girls, one of boys.  They will be taken into the kindergarten classroom where they will sit in rows. The lesson will include:

Handwriting - using sand trays and slates
Reading – using original resources

Maths – finger counting
Observation and chalk drawing – inspired by the nature table and poem
The activity will be led by a Museum staff member in character as a teacher from the late Victorian/Edwardian era, who will explain that children are expected to work quietly and sensibly. They will however take a much softer approach than that adopted in the Victorian lesson offered by the Museum. During the activity, school staff will need to support any children who may need extra reassurance and help gathering in equipment. At the end of the session you will be asked to return bags to the children and escort your pupils out of the school to continue your visit. 
Background to Activity: 

Ideas for Pre and Post Visit: 
· Pre: 
Discuss what to expect so children are prepared for the experience.
Activities to explore what school is like now and predict what school was like in the past. 
· Post:

Discuss the experience of the session and how it compared to expectations. Highlight similarities and differences between new and old school life. 
Contact Us  
If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact us at the Museum.  Telephone Simon Woolley on 0191 370 4011 or email at simonwoolley@beamish.org.uk. 
