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The Inside Scoop
Guidelines for Supervising Teachers
Preparing for Your Visit: It is strongly recommended that supervising staff should arrange a pre-visit to familiarise themselves with facilities at the Museum. Complimentary tickets are available on request in order to assist with planning and risk assessments. A Hazard Identification Sheet is provided to help you with your risk assessment.

Practicalities: 
· Where to go and how to get there:  The Inside Scoop activity will start in the 1950s welfare hall. To get there from the Entrance, turn right and follow the main road. The 1950s welfare hall is on the left hand side, a black wood panelled building with a red terracotta tile roof. There is a bus stop outside the welfare hall.
· Arriving on Time: Please ensure you arrive at the Welfare Hall on time. If you are booked on the first session of the day it is advisable to go straight there. In the event of a late arrival every effort will made to accommodate the full time of the activity, however, due to other bookings this may not be possible. 
· What to Bring/Where: Pupils will need appropriate clothing. Beamish is an open air museum and so is open to the weather. You do not need any equipment for this activity. 
· Toilets: Toilets are located in the Welfare Hall.
· Access: An accessible bus is available to take anyone with access needs to the welfare hall. The welfare hall is accessible. If anyone in your group has access needs, please contact the Learning team (details below) and they will be able to advise you and make adaptations. 
· Risk Assessment: A risk assessment specific to the activity is provided with the booking paperwork. Please ensure the contents of this are shared with all adults supervising the participating children. Please note that this activity will involve food preparation and tasting. You must inform us of any allergies or dietary requirements before your visit. If you have any questions or circumstances particular to your group that it would be helpful for us to be aware of, please do not hesitate to contact us (details below) and talk to the member of Beamish staff leading your session.
Objectives of Activity: 

The activity aims:

· for children to appreciate the link between Italian immigration and ice cream in the North East
· to enable children to describe how penny licks could spread disease
· for children to understand the scientific process required to make ice cream
Outline of Activity:

The session will involve ice cream making and discussions around the history and science of ice cream in the North East.
At the beginning of the 19th Century, many Italian immigrants moved to Britain and brought with them their knowledge and recipes for making ice cream (gelato). The activity will start by looking at the penny lick, a thick glass receptacle that street sellers would fill with a penny’s worth of ice cream for the buyers to lick clean. The conical shape and thick glass would magnify its contents making potential customers more likely to purchase a taste but was hard to clean resulting in many germs being passed from one customer to the next. Children will discuss the reasons for and against the use of penny links before learning that eventually, by the end of the 19th century, the link between penny licks and outbreaks of disease.
During the winter ice cream sellers would gather snow and ice to store for the summer and would have to seek new commercial ventures or employment. Some Italian immigrants would work for companies specialising in Terrazzo flooring (an example of which is in John’s café at the museum), whilst others might work as street musicians or roast chestnut sellers. 
The ice cream recipes of each family were (and still are) a closely guarded secret. The children will create their own simple vanilla ice cream and learn that the most important part isn’t the ice cream mix but actually how you freeze it. The children will explore and experience the science of freezing the ice cream before getting to taste their creation.
** Please note that this activity will involve food preparation and tasting. Please inform us of any allergies or dietary requirements before your visit (contact details below).
Elsewhere in the Museum:

The rest of your day at the Museum will be teacher led time. This activity is very well complimented by splitting into groups and visiting John’s Café on our 1950s Front Street Terrace. They will have the opportunity to see a traditional ice cream machine in action in the café window from a company called Edoni, which is a family business founded by Italian brothers who immigrated to Scotland. The company is still run by their grandchildren. Inside John’s Café as well as the Masonic Hall the children can see examples of terrazzo flooring.
Ideas for pre-visit Activities:

The activity looks at the evolution of ice cream in the North East from the 19th to the mid 20th century and the role Italian immigration has on the region. In our 1950s town, we have a replica of John’s Café from Wingate, which was popular for the Italian ice cream John made and sold over the decades. You could look at Appendix A to see if your school has any Italian family ice cream parlours nearby. 

Ideas for post-visit activities:
There is a lot of opportunity to carry out local research as lots of towns and larger villages around the North East had at least one Italian Ice Cream Café and many still exist today. You could use census data to see if you had any Italian immigrants in your area and what their jobs were. If your school is an older building you might have terrazzo flooring that the children can look at. The children could look at creating ice creams with different flavours and carry out a maths investigation tallying and creating graphs to show which were people’s favourites. The children could also look at the commercial competition that started in the 30s and by the 50s Walls and Lyon ice cream were huge global leaders in ice cream. Children could look at their advertising and how effective it is. They could then create their own advertising using persuasive language, composition and graphics.
Contact us:  If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact Simon Woolley, Head of Learning on 0191 370 4011 or email simonwoolley@beamish.org.uk.
