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Evacuees 
Guidelines for Supervising Teachers
Preparing for Your Visit: 
It is strongly recommended that supervising staff should arrange a pre-visit appointment to familiarise themselves with facilities at the Museum. Free tickets are available on request in order to assist with planning and risk assessments. 
Practicalities: 
· Where to Go and How to Get There: This activity takes place at Home Farm. On leaving the Main Entrance, either take a tram or bus and get off at the Home Farm stop or turn left as you walk out of the Main Entrance and walk to the Home Farm turn off. Take the path up the hill to Home Farm, where a member of staff will be waiting for you.
· Arriving On Time: Please ensure you arrive at Home Farm on time. If you are booked on the first session it is advisable to walk straight to the Farm. In the event of a late arrival every effort will made to accommodate the full time of the activity, however, due to other bookings this may not be possible. 
· What to Bring/Where:  Please ensure the children are suitably dressed for a visit to a farm at an open air museum - some of the activities may be outside. Please make sure everyone has warm coats, hats and gloves in the winter and sun hats in the summer. Ground surfaces are uneven (e.g. cobles) and sturdy shoes are essential at all times of the year.
· Storage: Once at the farm the pupils will be shown where to store their bags and coats.
· Toilets: It is advisable that pupils visit the toilets before the activity. The nearest toilets are next to the British Kitchen food outlet at Home Farm.
· Access: Home Farm is accessible, although the ground surfaces can be uneven. There are small steps into some of the buildings however activities can be arranged to suit any access needs. If there is anyone in your group with access needs, please contact the Learning team (details below) and they will be able to advise you and make adaptations. 
· Risk Assessment: A risk assessment specific to the activity is provided with the booking paperwork. Please ensure the contents of this are shared with all adults supervising the participating children. Please note that the Museum advises pregnant women do not visit Home Farm during lambing time. There is a public road passing through Home Farm.  Special care needs to be taken to ensure traffic is negotiated safely.  Please follow directions from Beamish staff and ensure children stay on the safe side of fences and gates. If you have any questions or circumstances particular to your group that it would be helpful for us to be aware of, please do not hesitate to contact us (details below) and talk to the member of Beamish staff leading your session.
Outline of Activity:  
The children will take on the roles of evacuees, come to Home Farm to be safe during World War 2. If the farmer thinks that they are smart, strong and pleasant enough perhaps they will be able to stay. The farmer will be show the children around the farm to see the Anderson shelter and the animals. The children will then take part in a range of activities covering topics such as the black out, the Home Guard, air craft identification and writing a post card home. Please note that the children will be split into 2 groups which will both need to be accompanied by school staff. 
Objectives of Activity:
· To support children to learn about the wartime Home Front.
· To help children understand what it was like to be evacuated and to empathise with evacuees. 
Background to Activity: 
This activity is set in the early 1940s, when Britain has been engaged in a European war for some time. Wartime spirit is in full swing with rationing and the carrying of identity cards a part of everyday life. Over the last couple of months the air raids in the North East have become extreme and many are being killed, injured and left homeless. Children who were not evacuated in 1939 and 1940 are now being sent to the relative safety of the countryside now - as extended warfare seems inevitable. 
Activities to Prepare for the Visit:  
The Evacuees activity really begins with preparation in school. You can prepare your class before visiting by making an identity card. Discuss why you are evacuating and what it might feel like.
Contact Us:  
If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact us at the Museum.
Telephone Simon Woolley, Head of Learning on 0191 370 4011 or email simonwoolley@beamish.org.uk
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