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Get Out and Vote – St Helen’s Church in the 1820s
Guidelines for Supervising Teachers
Preparing for Your Visit: It is strongly recommended that supervising staff should arrange a pre-visit to familiarise themselves with facilities at the Museum. Complimentary tickets are available on request in order to assist with planning and risk assessments. A Hazard Identification Sheet is provided to help you with your risk assessment.

Practicalities: 
· Where to go and how to get there:  Get Out and Vote will start and finish at St Helen’s Church in the 1820s part of the Museum. To get there from the Entrance, follow the main road and tram line to your right in the direction the Town. Keep following the tram track until you see the sign for the Pockerley. Take the right hand path towards the waggonway. You will soon see the church in the landscape. 
· Arriving on Time: Please ensure you arrive at the St Helen’s Church on time. The Museum does appreciate that this may not always be possible on the day and will do everything it can to accommodate your visit. If you are booked on the first session of the day, it is advisable to go straight there. 
· What to Bring/Where: Pupils will need appropriate clothing. Beamish is an open air museum and so is open to the weather. You do not need any equipment for this activity. 
· Storage: Bags and coats can be stored in St Helen’s Church whilst groups are carrying out the Get Out and Vote activity.
· Toilets: The nearest toilets are at the Waggonway, or alternatively at Pockerley Old Hall, this includes accessible facilities. 
· Health and Safety Information: A risk assessment will be provided with your booking in order to advise you of any possible risks or hazards.  
· Access:  The Museum has an access bus for any visitors with access needs to assist with transported around the site.
· Objectives of Activity: 

The activity aims:

· to showcase how the country elected its members of Parliament in the 1868 election
· to explore and understand the impact of electoral reform on society in the 19th Century

· to compare what elections were like in the Victorian Era to elections now and why it is important to vote

Ideas for pre-visit and post-visit Activities:
Included on the website are PowerPoint presentations and worksheets that could be used with the students before and after they visit the Museum. You may choose to print these or show them on a projected screen to your students so they are familiar with them. As part of the activity, the students will be visiting St Helen’s Church in the 1820s part of the site. 
Outline of Activity:

The session will be broken into three distinct parts. Part one will tell the students the information about the situation in the country during the 1868 election. Information about who could vote, who could voters vote for (the parties and the candidates) and how the hustings took place.

Part two will feature the speeches of the three candidates, the speeches are based on those that actually took place in the North Durham Constituency in 1868. Students will then decide in their groups who they would like to vote for (they will have two votes – but students will not be able to vote for the same candidate twice). Whilst they are deciding the candidates will attempt to bribe or threaten them.
Part Three will include a representative from each group coming forward to cast their vote. Votes will be collated and results given. Then the actual result of the election will be given and explained.

The activity takes about an hour. The group will be free to visit the Pockerley and other parts of the Museum after or before the activity. 
The activity is available for up to 90 students at a time. It is aimed at KS 3.
Elsewhere in the Museum:

The rest of your day at the Museum will be teacher led time. 
Each section of the Museum has accessible toilets but the 1950s section of the Museum also has a Changing Places facility which can be found in the Welfare Hall. A lunchrooms can also be set aside for you depending on what is available on the day of your visit.
Contact us:  If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact Simon Woolley, Head of Learning on 0191 370 4011 OR email education@beamish.org.uk.
